
Benjamin Franklin

"In the beginning of the Contest with G. Britain, when we were sensible of danger, we had daily
prayer in this room for Divine protection. -Our prayers, Sir, were heard, & they were graciously
answered. All of us who were engaged in the struggle must have observed frequent instances
of a superintending Providence in our favor. ...

  

I have lived, Sir, a long time, and the longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see of this truth -
that God Governs in the affairs of men. ...

  

I therefore beg leave to move - that henceforth prayers imploring the assistance of Heaven, and
its blessing on our deliberations, be held in this Assembly every morning before we proceed to
business, and that one or more of the clergy of this city be requested to officiate in that service."

  

(speech to the Constitutional Convention, June 28, 1787)

  

---

  

Benjamin Franklin was a statesman, diplomat, newspaperman, author, inventor and soldier.
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